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This Gas Mileage Guide gives inforrqatibn on the Department of Energy 
relative fuel economy performance d 1b79 model P.O. Box 62 
year cars, station wagons, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 
provides you with estimates in 
gallon (mpg) measured on the Fuel Economy and Fuel 
Protection Agency's (EPA) 
economy test. Cost Estimates 

The 1979 d i n  of the Gas Mileage Guide no 
The mileage you actually ge longer gives the values previously called the 
a large degree on how and "hihway" and "combined" mpg. The value 
personal driving ha previously named the "city" estimate is now called 
city or country, hi1 the "Estimated mpg." Studies have shown that, of 

the three previously published values, the city 
number was the closest to average fuel economy in 
real driving. It thus provides the consumer with a 
better single estimate of average, overall 
performance than either of the other values. 

This change in the presentation of the fuel These 1979 models were certified economy information is an interim measure until January 22, 1979. technical changes can be made to improve the 
accuracy of the fuel economy numbers. (If 
comparisons with 1978 or earlier vehicles are 
made, thevalues in the Guide should be compared

All new car dealers are required to pr ,minently to the "city" values in earlier Guides.) 
display and have available copies1 of this 
Guide in their showrooms. "Estimated mpg" fuel economy reflects trips for 

local errands, driving to work, and general stop- 
and-go driving in urban and suburban areas but not 
in heavily congested traffic. The estimates reflect 

The Gas Mileage Guide is compiled . the performance of a well-maintained car in warm 

by the U.S. Environmental weather, driving on dry level roads after the car has 

published and distributed by the been broken in. 

Energy. The values in the Guide come from tests conducted 
or approved by the EPA. These tests are performed 
on vehicles submitted by the auto industry to EPA 

For additional single copies of this 9u9e, write: to demonstrate compliance with the requirements 

Fuel Economy of the Clean Air Act and the Energy Policy and 

Consumer Information Cc n r Conservation Act. Each vehicle is tested under 

Pueblo, Colorado 81009 precisely controlled conditions by professional 
drivers in a laboratory on a dynamometer. The 
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dynamometer is a machine that permits exact Vehicle Classes 
simulation of each vehicle's operation under 
various driving conditions. Temperature is To help you compare the fuel economy of similar- 
controlled in the laboratory in a range of 60'436' F. sized vehicles, passenger cars and station wagons 
in order to provide the same temperature are grouped into classes according to their,interior 
conditions for all vehicles. size, an important measure of vehicle utility. This 

means that vehicles that are approximately the 
Fuel Costs, In Ddlars, Per 15,000 Miles same size inside will be in the same class. Trucks 

are grouped by their capacity, in terms of gross 
The fuel cost is based on what you would pay for vehicle weight rating. 
fuel in 1 year if you drive 15,000 miles and pay 70 
cents per gallon for gasoline (or 60 cents per gallon Car Classes 
for diesel fuel). 

Two-Seater-Cars designed primarily to seat 
Example: If you pay an average of 65 cents per only two adults @age 22). 
gallon and your car gets 12 mpg, your fuel cost for 
15,000 miles of driving is $813. If you own a car Sedans 
that gets 20 mpg, your annual fuel cost for 15,000 Minicompact-Less than 85 cubic feet of 
miles at 70 cents per gallon is $525. passenger and luggage volume (page 10). 

Subcompact-Between 85 to 100 cubic feet of 
Cents Per Osllon passenger and luggage volume (pages 11-14). 

80 75 70 65 60 55 SO Compact-Between 100 to 110 cubic feet of 
SO $240 $225 $210 $195 $180 $165 $150 passenger and luggage volume (pages 15-1 6). 48 250 234 219 203 188 172 156 
46 261 245 228 212 196 179 163 Mid-Size-Between 1 10 to 120 cubic feet of 
44 273 256 239 222 205 187 170 passenger and luggage volume (pages 17-20).
42 286 268 250 232 214 196 179 Large-More than 120 cubic feet of passenger 40 300 281 263 244 225 206 188 
38 316 296 276 257 237 217 197 and luggage volume (pages 20-21). 

$ 36 333 312 292 271 250 229 208 
0 34 353 331 309 287 265 243 221 Station Wagons 

32 375 352 328 305 281 258 234 Small-Less than 130 cubic feet of passenger 
30 400 375 350 325 300 275 250 and cargo volume (pages 23-24).28 429 402 375 348 321 295 268 

-,2 26 462 433 404 375 346 317 288 Mid-Size--Between 1 30 and 160 cubic feet of 
3 24 500 469 438 406 375 344 313 passenger and cargo volume (pages 25-26).

22 545 511 477 443 409 375 341 Large-1 60 or more cubic feet of passenger and 20 600 563 525 488 450 413 375 
18 667 625 583 542 500 458 417 cargo volume (page 27). 
16 750 703 656 609 563 516 469 
14 857 804 750 696 643 589 536 Truck Classes 
12 1000 938 875 813 750 688 625 
10 1200 1125 1050 975 900 825 750 Small Pickups-Trucks having Gross Vehicle 
8 1500 1406 1313 1219 1125 1031 938 Weight Ratings (truck weight plus carrying capacity) 

under 4500 pounds (pages 27-28). 
Standard Pickups-Trucks having GVWR's 

4500 to 6000 pounds (pages 28-29). 
Vans-(pages 29-30). 



Other Special Purpose Vehicle 
Special Purpose Vehicles-All 0 t h  

vehicles not in another car or truckjc 
30-31). I 

In each size class, you will find 
information for every model type: 
Manufacturer and Car Line Na 
The manufacturers are listed alp 
each manufacturer, the car lines 
alphabetically. 
Vehicle Description 
Each line in the Guide shows an e 
transmission combination availabl 
car line identified by the following 

Englne Size-Listed by cubic inch 
(CID), liters (L), or cubic centimet 

Number of Cylinders or Roto 
between 4,5, 6,8, and 12 cylind 
2 rotors. 

Englne Type-When engine size 
cylinders are not an adequate de 
engine, the following engine type 
also be given: 

CALIF 

CAT. NO CAT 

ROTARY 
GMCHEV 

DIESEL 
GM-CAD 

TURBO 
3WAYCAT 
MENG, WENG 

GM-BUICK 

GM-OLDS 

California emission con 
(does not indicate a m i s  

Engine produced by 
Division 

Check with your dealer and checkt e 
economy label prior to purchase for in t 

ight 
3s (pages 

ring 

Ily. Under 
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the listed 
ation: 
,lacement 
1- 
erentiates 
s or 1 and 

number of 
1 of an 
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equipped 
I Cal i i ia )  
 whenb both 
lyst versions 

rstion engine 

vrolet Motor 

dillac Motor 
~sernbly and 
3 Division of 

~ck control 
ck type. The 
your vehicle 
rfacturer 
hick Motor 

I-Oldsmobile 

rel 
rmation on 

the exact engine with which these vehicles will be , 

ewipped. 

semiunomatictwospeed 
Autometic three speed 
Automatic four speed 
Manual three speed 
Manual three speed with separate wdrive unit 
Manual four speed 
Manual four speed with separate overdrive unit 
Manual four speed with creeper first gear or 
mafwd three speed u 
Manual ftva speed 
Dual~manuelfourspeed 

Fuel System-"FI" for fuel injection or the 
number of barrels in the carburetor. 

Interior Volume Index-The interior volume 
index is listed for each body style: 2door (2-DR), 
4d00r (4-DR), and hatchback (HTBK). The Interior 
Volume lndex is one way of estimating the space in 
a car. It is based on four measurements-head 
room, hip room, leg room, and shoulder room-for 
the front and rear seats, as well as trunk capacity. 
The lnterior Volume lndex is given as two numbers 
(in cubic feet). The first is an estimate of the size of 
the passenger compartment; the second, the size 
of the trunk or, in station wagons and hatchbacks, 
the cargo space behind the second seat. 

Factors That Affect 
Fuel Economy 
The fuel economy numbers in this Guide are based 
on carefully controlled tests performed on well- 
maintained vehicles. No standardized test of this 
type can ever represent each person's indiidual 
driving. What you actually get is likely to be lower or 
higher. 

In buying a new car, you should recognize that the 
EPA estimates do not predict the mileage you will 
obtain. Instead, these estimates provide a way to 
compare the relative fuel economy performance of 
different new models when they are driven under 
the same test conditions. 



Such things as trip length, weather, condition of the 
car, number of accessories, and individual driving 
habits have a significant effect on mileage. The 
conditions under which you drive your car in many 

@ cases will not match the EPA test conditions due to 
the tremendous variety of in-use conditions. But 
even where your driving conditions are very similar 
to the test, technical factors and production 
variability would cause your mileage to be higher or 
lower than that measured on a standard test. The 

a following paragraphs explain how some of these 
factors affect fuel economy. 

Temperature 
Summer temperatures (over 70" F.) are better for 
fuel economy than winter temperatures. At 20' F., 
for example, there can be an approximate 8- 
percent fuel economy loss compared to the 
estimated rnpg number in this Guide. For a 20-mpg 
vehicle, this is about 1.5 mpg. 

Wind 
Wind can increase or decrease fuel economy. 
Examples for a car that normally gets 20 rnpg are: 

18 mph tailwind+about 12-percent gain in fuel 
economy (2.4 rnpg). 

18 mph crosswinckabout 1 -percent loss in fuel 
economy (0.2 rnpg). 

18 mph headwind+about 10-percent loss in fuel 
economy (2 mpg). 

Precipitation 
Rain or snow, and the wet roads that result, can 
cause an approximate 10-percent loss in fuel 
economy (2 rnpg for a 20-mpg vehicle). 

Road Condition 
Rough or loose road surfaces (such as sand or 
gravel) can also cause a fuel economy loss ranging 
between 10 and 30 percent (or 2 to 6 rnpg for a 20- 
rnpg vehicle). Cars use more fuel on hilly roads 
than flat roads. The fuel saved in going downhill 
does not equal. the extra fuel used going uphill. 

Mountain driving causes an even greater fuel 
economy ~ ~ l t y .  

How You Drive 
An engine that is already warmed up (such as one 
that was used in the last 4 hours) requires less fuel 
to reach its mod efficient operating condition than 
a "cold" engine (such as one in a car parked 
overnight). 

Trip length also affects fuel economy. Shorter trips 
(under 5 miles) do not aHuw the engine to reach its 
best operating condition; longer trips allow the peak 
operating temperature and engine condition to be 
obtained. Thus, by combining numerous short trips 
into a single, longer trip you can save fuel both by 
reducing the total miles driven and by taking 
advantage of your vehicle's warmed-up condition. 

Smooth, even driving improves fuel economy 
performance; therefore, try to avoid sudden stops 
and starts. By anticipating stop lights and 
intersections, you can slow down gradually. Also, 
avoid rapid accelerations. On the highway, you will 
improve your fuel economy by driving at or below 
the 55-mph speed limit. 

Your Vehicle's Condition 

The condition of your vehicle is important, too, for 
fuel economy reasons: 

Maintain your vehicle according to the 
manufacturer's specifications. On the average, a 
tuned-up vehicle gets approximately 5 percent 
better fuel economy than one that has not been 
properly maintained. 
Keep the tires inflated to the proper pressure. 
Underinflated tires can cause a fuel economy 
loss. 
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SUBCOMPACT CARS SUBCOMPACT CARS 
Fuel 

Economy V e h k k  Descr~ptmn 
.c I 1 I . -

WOOE 
MLLENGER 

COLT 
WTCUBACK 

OMNl 

n A T  
U N C U  BETA 

FORD 
FIESTA 

MUSTANG 
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SUBCOMPACT CARS COMPACT CARS 
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COMPACT CARS MID-SIZE CARS 
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MID-SIZE CARS LARGE CARS 

Fuel 

Manulaclurers Economy Vehlela Descr~ol~on . -
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SMALL STATION WAGONS MID-SIZE STATION WAGONS 
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MID-SIZE STATION WAGPNS LARGE STATION WAGONS 
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SMALL PICKUP TRUCKS STANDARD PICKUP TRUCKS 
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--- VANS SPECIAL PURPOSE VEHICLES 
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