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What Is the Alternative Fuels and Advanced

Vehicles Data Center?

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities program
and produced by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL),
the Alternative Fuels and Advanced Vehicles Data Center (AFDC) is a
comprehensive online resource for transportation-related information
and tools. Its purpose: To help companies, fleets, and consumers learn
about and employ petroleum-reduction technologies and measures.

Developed in response to the Alterna-
tive Motor Fuels Act of 1988, the AFDC
began in 1991 as a repository for alterna-
tive fuel vehicle performance data with
dial-up Internet access for users. Since
the establishment of Clean Cities more
than 15 years ago, the AFDC has evolved
to enable Clean Cities stakeholders and
other public and private fleets to access
information about alternative fuels and
advanced vehicles.

Today, the AFDC has helped Clean Cit-
ies coalitions, as well as fleets covered
under the Energy Policy Act of 1992,
displace more than 2.4 billion gallons of
petroleum, in addition to the fuel saved
by other AFDC users. Located at www.
afdc.energy.gov, the site receives millions
of hits each year.

Topics of Interest

The AFDC features comprehensive
information about:

m Biodiesel and ethanol
m Natural gas and propane

m Ultra-low sulfur diesel and other
emerging fuels

m Fuel stations, prices, and properties

m Plug-in hybrid and electric fuel
cell vehicles

m Vehicle conversions
m Emissions and fuel economy

m Idle reduction technologies and
much more
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You’ve Got Questions,
We’ve Got Answers

Let’s face it. Change can be difficult—
especially when it comes to switching
from conventional to alternative trans-
portation technologies. Not to worry, the
AFDC provides all the information you
need to navigate this road. It has some-
thing for everyone. For newcomers, the
AFDC introduces the major alternative
fuels and advanced vehicle technologies.
What is biodiesel? How is natural gas
produced and distributed? How much
fuel can be saved through idle reduction
measures? Answers to these questions
and many more are provided for a wide
variety of fuels, vehicles, and petroleum-
reduction strategies.

People more familiar with these tech-
nologies can use the AFDC to identify
their best transportation options and get
the most out of them. Find out which
fuels are available in your area and

how much they cost. Evaluate the many
available alternative fuel and advanced
vehicles and engines. Compare the cost
of operating alternative fuel vehicles
versus gasoline vehicles. Learn how to
improve fuel economy, reduce emissions,

and more.
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More than 20 interactive applications are

easily accessed on the AFDC Tools page at
www.afdc.energy.gov/tools.

Specialty Information
and Tools

Vehicle fleets have unique requirements
and opportunities, and the AFDC dedi-
cates a set of information and tools just
for them. Alternative fuel and advanced
technology considerations are discussed
for numerous fleet types—from school
and transit buses to long-haul trucks,
police cars, taxis, and more. A compi-
lation of real-world fleet experiences
shows how companies have incorporated
alternative fuels and advanced vehicles,
implemented alternative fuel infrastruc-
ture, and obtained funding. Search by
vehicle, fuel, or fleet type to find the
experiences most relevant to your fleet.
You can also access videos spotlight-
ing the work of Clean Cities coalitions
around the nation.

Use the AFDC's interactive tools to help
find the nearest alternative fuel station,
search for the latest light- and heavy-duty
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alternative fuel and advanced vehicles on
the market, and estimate your potential
cost savings with alternative fuel and
vehicle cost calculators. You can even
evaluate a fleet’s life-cycle petroleum
use and greenhouse gas emissions for
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles using
the GREET Fleet Footprint Calculator.

Some tools are available in mobile ver-
sions, allowing you to use them on-the-go
via your cell phone, BlackBerry, or other
personal handheld device. Are you on the
road looking to refuel your alternative
fuel vehicle? Access the Mobile Alterna-
tive Fueling Station Locator to find the
five closest stations. Are you at the car
dealer, evaluating the impact of your ve-
hicle options? Use Mobile FuelEconomy.
gov to compare the annual fuel cost,
petroleum use, and carbon footprint of
all available models. Are you a trucker
looking to reduce your idling time? Check
the Mobile Truck Stop Electrification
Locator. The power of the AFDC is at
your fingertips.

More than 20 tools are easily accessed

by visiting www.afdc.energy.gov/tools.
Here you’ll find a complete list of applica-
tions and descriptions about how they can
help you.

Incentives and Laws

Identifying applicable incentives and
laws is critical to the success of advanced
transportation projects. The AFDC
supplies a complete database of federal
and state incentives and laws related to
alternative fuels and vehicles, air quality,
fuel efficiency, and other transportation-
related topics. Using an advanced search
function, you can alter the search param-
eters to get just the information you want.
You can also compare the number and
types of laws and incentives in your state
using unique summary tables sorted by
user, incentive, regulation, and technol-
ogy or fuel type.
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Search incentives and laws related to alternative fuels and advanced vehicles. Choose one or more jurisdictions to
start your search. Select additional options to narrow your search.
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Use the AFDC to find transportation-related incentives and laws in your area.

Data and Analysis

For diving deeper into the advanced
transportation universe, the AFDC
provides an array of information and
a gateway to nearly infinite additional
resources. Search a database of more
than 3,500 reports, presentations, fact
sheets, and research papers. See the
latest technology bul-
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letins and transportation
newsletters. View a
one-page summary of -
information related to
your state, including
new incentives and laws,
alternative fueling sta- '
tion locations, truck stop

Access detailed
transportation
spreadsheets

and graphs in the
Data, Analysis, and
B Trends section.

electrification sites, fuel

prices, and local points of contact.

Still want more? Use the related links
search to find hundreds of other relevant
Web sites.

Policymakers, entrepreneurs, fuel users,
and others deeply involved in reducing
petroleum consumption find the AFDC’s
Data, Analysis, and Trends section par-
ticularly valuable. This collection of
data, graphs, technical reports, and links
gives detailed insights into a range of
topics, including vehicles, fuels, infra-
structure, biomass resources, and more.

Get Started

Now that you know what the AFDC is
all about, visit the site at www.afdc.energy.
gov. The top navigation buttons will
take you to the topic sections mentioned
here: Fuels; Vehicles; Fleets; Incentives
and Laws; Data, Analysis, and Trends;
and Information Resources. Other top-
ics, including the interactive tools, are
accessible via links and feature buttons
on the home page. Check out the AFDC,
and start working toward your alterative
transportation future today.
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